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Big Circle is an authorized publication of the
United States Marine Corps. It is published to inform
Okinawan community leaders, educators and con-
cerned organizations and persons about U.S. Marine
Corps activities on Okinawa and in the region. The
contents of Big Circle are not necessarily official views
of, or endorsed by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government
or Department of Defense. It is published quarterly by
the Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler. Big Circle is on the Web at
http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle.

E-mail subscriptions to this publication are avail-
able online by visiting http://www.okinawa.usmc.mil/Big-
Circle. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the latest
issue has been posted on the Web. The publication can be
viewed in .pdf format online or downloaded.
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Former Fashion model becomes

Big Circle is highlighting one Ma-
rine in each edition, and asks him/her
to choose one friend for the following
edition. I hope the Circle of Friends
series will serve as a window for read-
ers to get to know Marines. The first
Marine is 24-year-old Lance Cpl.
Jovane M. Holland.

Could you describe your job?

I am a combat correspondent
which means I am a photo journalist
for the U.S. Marine Corps. I write
stories for the Okinawa Marine
newspaper about military training,
families, and especially about our
relationship with the local com-
munity.

Please tell us about yourself.

I am an Army brat; my father
was in the Army so we moved
quite often. We lived in Korea and
throughout the United States. I
went to a university for two years

but college wasn't as exciting as I
thought it would be so I decided to
move to Tokyo and take up model-
ing. I was in Tokyo for two and a
half years and while there attended
in my spare time the University of
Maryland University College of
Asia.

How did you get a job as a model
in Tokyo?

I have been modeling since I was
about 7 years old. It’s something I
had been doing my whole life and
I loved it. While in high school 1
graduated from a modeling school,
and in college I was in the modeling
troop. I wanted to get more expo-
sure with modeling, and figured I
would have to go to one of the fash-
ion capitals. I asked myself, “Where
can I go where I would be different
so people would use me?” Tokyo
seemed like a good place.

Did you get in touch with model-
ing agencies before you went to
Tokyo?

No, I am very impulsive. I just
bought a plane ticket and moved
to Tokyo. I didn’t speak any Japa-
nese when I got there. My friend
who was on an Air Force base
let me stay with her until I made
Japanese friends, started learning
the language and found my own
apartment. Then I started sending
out my portfolio to different agen-
cies. About six months after I got to
Tokyo, I was signed on by ReMix
modeling agency.

What made you decide to join the
Marine Corp?

When I went home for a vaca-
tion, my cousin told me he was
joining the Marine Corps. He said,
“Ibet you couldn’t doit,” and I said,

“I could! I'll show you.” A lot of
people think a model won't be able
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Marine

to join the Marine Corps because it’s
tough, but I like a challenge.

I majored in mass-communica-
tions in college. I had always wanted
to be a writer so when I found out
the Marine Corps had the military
occupational specialty of combat
correspondence, I decided to go for
that job.

How do you spend your free time?
From a young age, I have been
interested in the Asian culture. I
like getting dressed up in kimono or
yukata, or going out to eat Japanese
food. I normally go to a Japanese
restaurant where they don’t have an
English menu or pictures and point
to things on the menu. You get to try
many different foods that way.

Would you pick one of your
friends for the next edition?

Lance Cpl. Joe Bossie, electrical
technician.

www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle SUMMER 2010 - Bic Circie - 21



Editor’s note: Past editions of Big Circle are available online at www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle
A RO D TRER] &, > 2 —3 v bwww.kanji.okinawa.usme.mil/BigCicle CR2Z EMTEE T,

IREG] ZRGEET—N—I—X=VDICHD NS H
ETEE55TVET,
CERE =R T FHM GRATHRE ) |\ Fv> TR v —
THMFHED, KIEETROMF ZLOUENE, WL EFEVH ST
BOEI,
it 772 A CRARE SR DN S T2 DI AEMOKIB SR D H AR DR EE DL
WERII Y, RATEE IO AN TR TV AT LE TR RLNZNT &N
ETRIRRTTRE NS TLTY, L THMMICAD R LT, RAESKK
&, EROBERSTWABENZE > L{LATWIF B XS Licbne B
THELET,

NP EOERDTIERZ LEOICELTEDX T,

ThRER OMEAR T

My entire family enjoys and savors every page of the Big Circle.

Our late father, whom we often remember and talk about, worked
for 35 years on Kadena Air Base in aircraft maintenance and Camp
Kinser.

Reading the magazine, we've come to think it is unfortunate we
don’t see on off-base television the positive side of what the U.S.
Marines on Okinawa do. We have learned a lot from the magazine.

My family and I will try to tell others the good things you are
doing. I will continue to fully support your efforts in future.

Ikuko Isa, Okinawa
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The articles in the spring edition about the Security Treaty and
Iwo Jima were interesting.

I particularly liked the story about Dr. Miyaji’s internship at
the U.S. Naval Hospital. She was called back to the hospital for
a baby who had breathing problems. She also struggled with the
English language. Despite these challenges, the story showed she
had built a firm friendship with good neighbors. That gave me a
warm feeling.

Thank you very much.

Toshiyuki Higuchi, Nagoya
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Ie Jima Marine Detachment
connects to local community

Lance Cpl. Thomas W. Provost

On the small island of Ie Jima, a unit of
only 12 Marines are a big part of the island’s
community.

Marines from Operational Support De-
tachment Ie Jima, Marine Corps Base,
showed community spirit and friendship
when they participated in Ie Jima’s annual
marathon April 10.

The 12 Marines were part of more than
570 people who participated in the half
marathon.

“It’s good to put a friendly face on the
Marines,” said 1st Lt. Christopher Dong,
the OSD officer in charge. “We are not just
here with planes flying overhead. We're here
as part of their community, and we plan to
participate in their programs and activities
as much as we can.”

Dong said the marathon isn’t the only
event in which Marines here participate. The
detachment has also participated in Ie Jima’s
annual softball tournaments and boat races
in previous years.

Community service also adds to the Ma-

rines’ friendly image with the island com-
munity, said Staff Sgt. Emery L. Ruffin,
OSD Ie Jima staff noncommissioned officer
in charge.

“Lt. Dong and I go to the mayor’s office
about once a quarter to sit down with him, so
he can voice his concerns and ask any ques-
tions he might have. We then ask the mayor
if there is anything we can do for community
relations,” Ruffin said.

Some past community service projects
with Marine’s participation include cleanups
of the island’s municipal airport and nearby
beaches. Marines also helped plant more than
100 hibiscus plants along the road near the
island’s golf course, Ruffin said.

Participating in events and doing com-
munity service with the local community are
great ways to show how neighborly Marines
are, but small things count as well, Ruffin
said.

“I always go out of my way to give the
[locals] a little wave,” said Ruffin. “You can
tell when they aren’t expecting it because
their faces kind of light up, they wave back
and get happy.

“They seem to be genuinely surprised these
Marines, viewed as being warriors to the rest
of the world, can open up and smile and wave
and show that they’re people,” he said.

Lance Cpl. Nathan L. Joyner, motor trans-
port chief, OSD Ie Jima said they also interact
with the local population while on liberty by
visiting the local market place and even join-
ing soccer games once in a while.

When not on duty, detachment Marines
enjoy spending time, playing pool and hang-
ing out with the Japanese gate guards, he
added.

Along with spending time in the com-
munity, the detachment Marines also share
their environment with locals.

Each week, the detachment invites local
students to the compound to see what Marines
do in their work environment, said Dong.

“We also allow the local fisherman and
farmers to come on the training area and
harvest our grass for us. Then they’ll come
though, pick-up all that grass and feed it to
their cattle,” said Ruffin. “We open up the
training facility every weekend for them to
do that.”

The detachment is also planning a Ie Jima
training facility day with tactical vehicles
and aircraft to give the community a taste of
what happens on a daily basis at the facility,
he added.

The detachment interacts with the island’s
community in many ways and continues to be
a big part of the community, he said.

(Left) The Marines of Operational Support Detachment
le Shima, Marine Corps Base, were among the
hundreds of participants running in the le Jima half
marathon April 10. (%) 4 A 1 0 HIZiThh/={#
AB—RARSYYDON—735Y UEMICEmL
BERADODAICRU>TES. BEBEMERZIES
EROBELS.

(Right) Staff Sgt. Emery L. Ruffin, detachment staff
noncommissioned officer in charge, Operational
Support Detachment le Jima, Marine Corps Base,
crosses the finish line holding the detachment’s
guidon up high. (&) N—27%5 Y VEFIT.
HREBDBEEF > TI—IVZBEBT S, BEMK
EEBZEMEROES ELHTLEEIAY — -
L-Jvb7 4 "% 5E%. Photos by Lance Cpl. Provost
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Spouses share experience,
support each other

Hiroko Tamaki

Marrying a Marine can mean a revolutionary life style change for
a person not familiar with military life, and the impact may be even
more significant when the two are from different cultures.

Marine Corps Family Team Building provides Lifestyle, Insights,
Networking, Knowledge and Skills training for Japanese spouses.
L.I.N.K.S. is a mentoring program for spouses by spouses and a great
way to find out what being a military spouse is all about.

During the two-day L.I.N.K.S. session, spouses learn about the
Marine Corps rank and organization structure, military jargon, medi-

cal and dental benefits, and available help and support systems in place.

The spouses also share their experiences from trouble they've had in
the relocation process to emotional stress they’ve faced during their
spouse’s deployment.

The Marine Corps L.I.N.K.S. program was started in 1995 in
Leesburg, Va., by spouses whose husbands ranged in rank from ser-
geant to general, according to Shannon Hafer, L.I.N.K.S trainer at
MCEFTB. They saw a need for a program to be in place that would as-
sist new and young spouses with support and mentoring in this unique
military lifestyle. It was authorized by Headquarters Marine Corps in
1997, and became an official program in 1999 with resources allocated
by the Marine Corps.

Early on in Okinawa, the program was conducted in English
with Japanese interpreting when there were Japanese participants.
Maki Takahashi, MCFTB community relations specialist, said “We
launched the L.I.N.K.S. for Japanese Spouses in May 2007 in order to
make the program operation easier and better accommodate the needs
of Japanese spouses.”

“I participated in L.I.N.K.S. run by American mentors about three

years ago. Then I heard MCFTB wanted to train Japanese mentors so
I grabbed the opportunity,” said Junko Morris who has been married
to a retired Marine for 25 years. “It is a pleasure to share the knowl-
edge I have gained throughout all these years.”

Yuriko Simpson, who volunteered as a mentor in this program,
believes it is very important to build a network with other spouses in
the Marine Corps.

“When I didn’t have connections with other spouses, I felt very
isolated,” she said. “During my husband’s deployment, I sometimes
teel guilty when, for example, I enjoy lunch with my friends, knowing
he is serving in Afghanistan. However, it is hard to share that feeling
with someone who knows little about the military life.”

'This year’s first program started with a game allowing participants
to introduce themselves, breaking the ice. They also learned the order
of ranks and acronyms through games. Then mentors gave presenta-
tions full of useful information including how to read the leave and
earnings statement and write a bank check not commonly used in
Japan.

“Since I learned about the Marine Corps, I've got a lot more com-
mon topics to talk about with my husband,” said Simpson.

'The mentors and participants shared difficulties they have encoun-
tered and discussed how to deal with or prevent such hardships.

To Megumi Morales, an Okinawa native living off base, this was
the second time she participated in L.I.N.K.S. for Japanese Spouses. “I
learned something new today because everyone has different experi-
ences and we can all learn from them.”

'The program is open to all spouses, flancés, and couples.

Mami Tadaka has been dating a Marine for about one year. “I
decided to come because I wanted to prepare for the future,” she said.
“It was very helpful to hear about the Marine Corps life.”

(Above) Miki Manswell, left, Masako Sar, middle, and Megumi Morales
share their experiences. (Left) Participants to the L.I.N.K.S. work together
putting in order military ranks each of them received.
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It was about closing time in the office
when one of the Marines was frantically
looking for something, saying, “Where’s my
cover? I can’t go outside without a cover!”

She wasn’t looking for Harry Potter’s
invisibility cloak nor a shawl to cover her.
‘When she said, “Oh, here it is,” I was sur-
prised to see what it was. It was a cap.

Although the Marine Corps uniform regu-
lation uses the word “cap”, Marines rarely
call it so.

According to the Marine Corps uniform
regulations, Marines should remain covered
when outdoors. The only time they are al-
lowed to uncover
when so ordered or c 0 v e r
during religious services not associated with a
military ceremony.

The regulation does not explain why Ma-
rines should not go outside without a cover so
I asked several Marines. One of them said, “T
think being used to wearing a cover outdoor
at all times will ensure we always wear a
helmet to protect our head in the battle field.”

The regulation also states, “Headgear
will be worn in a Government vehicle, or in
privately owned vehicles on military bases
and installations, except when doing so would
present a hazard to safe driving.”

There are other unique uniform regula-
tions for Marines.

- Marine Corps Combat Utility uniform
sleeves will be rolled with the inside out,
forming a roll about 3 inches wide, and
terminating at a point about 2 inches above
the elbow.

- Female Marines may carry an all-black,
plain standard or collapsible umbrella at their
option during inclement weather with the
service and dress uniform.

outdoors will be

The service and dress uniforms are more
formal than the utility uniform. The utility
uniform has a camouflage pattern, either in
shades of green or brown, and we often see
Marines wearing this uniform on the front-
line, on television or in a movie.

For those of you who are not sure about
the difference between service, dress and
utility uniform, I will show how they are dif-
ferent in the next edition.

Jarhead

Jargon
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18th LRS
recognized for
community
service

18th Wing Public Affairs

'The 18th Logistics Readiness Squadron was hon-
ored May 22 by a prestigious Japanese non-profit orga-
nization for providing hundreds of hours of community
service in Okinawa.

Five representatives of the 18th LRS were among
several U.S. Air Force and Navy units and individuals
recognized by the Good Conduct Association of Japan,
or Nippon Zenkokai, during a ceremony at Meiji
Shrine in Tokyo. The association annually recognizes
individuals and organizations for acts of goodwill and
public service.

“More than 100 Airmen, Japanese civilians, and
family members took part in various service projects we
conducted across Okinawa,” explained Lt. Col. Doug-
las Dickerson, 18th LRS commander. “[ This award]
demonstrates to our hosts Team Kadena is not only
contributing to regional security, but to the Okinawan
community as well.”

Dickerson said he has always valued community
service. He first learned about the Zenkokai program a
few years ago while serving as the 374th LRS com-
mander at Yokota Air Base, Japan.

“As an Eagle Scout, doing ‘good deeds’ has been
part of the culture ever since I was a kid,” he said. “At
Yokota, our squadron had been a community service
leader. When I joined Team Kadena, I introduced
[Zenkokai] to the 18th LRS and Airmen and civilians
quickly realized it was a great program to motivate our
community service and improve the reputation of U.S.
forces in Okinawa.”

Last December, 30 Airmen and civilians from the
unit provided more than 140 hours of community
service to the Ishimine Children’s home. The volunteers
helped repair and improve recreational facilities there
and donated new sports equipment for the disadvan-
taged children.

Another 25 employees traveled to Ie Shima nursing
home and befriended 90 elderly residents while clean-
ing and repairing areas in and outside the home and
treated residents to a holiday party with food and gifts.

'The squadron also implemented a new science cur-
riculum and demonstration program highlighting its
laboratory operations to local elementary students.

“LRS Airmen understand our mission in Okinawa
is not just providing superior logistics, but demonstrat-
ing to our Japanese hosts we are good neighbors and
guests,” said Dickerson.
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Five representatives from the 18th Logistics R;adiness Squadron and Airmen from Yokota Air Base, Japan. accepted the Good Conduct Association
of Japan, or Nippon Zenkokai, during a ceremony at Meiji Shrine in Tokyo. £ 18EisENEHRBIDtERSR L EHABEMPTEDEELD,
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Photo courtesy of 18th Wing Public Affairs, U.S. Air Force
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SOFA personnel express “My O

Hiroko Tamaki

The Okinawa Liaison Office of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs held a photo
contest for Status of Forces Agreement
members and their families in Okinawa.

The contest, named My Okinawa, so-
licited photos taken by SOFA personnel of
people, scenery, or events on Okinawa.

The main purpose of the contest was to
encourage SOFA personnel to go out in
town, meet local people and be exposed
to the tradition and culture of the island,

Grand Prize

The prize-winnning photos. From left;

Grand Prize “Prayer Pals” by Samuel Burgett

Shisa Prize “The RING" by Vicento Pamparo
Churashima Prize “The Guardian” by Kelby J. Walker
Kariyushi Prize “Okinawan Bullfight “ by Traci Crites
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thereby acquiring a deeper understand-
ing and respect of Okinawa, according to
Arata Mizukami, a MOFA official.

“We collected nearly 160 photos taken
on Okinawa by American service mem-
bers, civilian components, and family
members, with cooperation of each of the
U.S. military organizations stationed in
Okinawa,” said Sumio Tarui, Ambassa-
dor Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary in
charge of Okinawan Affairs, during the
award ceremony held March 23.
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Churashima, beautiful island, prize; one
Shisa, guardian lion, prize; one Jury’s
Special prize; and 10 Kariyushi, joyous,
prizes.

'The careful selection was done by three
judges; Yukihiko Kinjo, Chairman of
Okinawa Prefectural Society for Pho-
tography; Masaru Nakamoto, Associate
Professor of Okinawa Prefectural Univer-
sity of Arts; and Dr. Kurayoshi Takara,
Professor of University of the Ryukyus.

Since this contest was promoting
good relationships between Japanese

Shisa Prize
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kinawa” through camera lens

and Americans, one of the important
consideration judges made was whether
the photo reflects a photographer’s deep
understanding and affection towards the
custom or scenery of Okinawa, according
to Nakamoto.

The decision was also made based on
the overall quality, technicality and artis-
tic impression.

Another factor taken into consideration
was if the photo appeals to the Japanese
aesthetics.

“Because photos are a non-verbal

Churashima Prize
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means of communication, many people
think a message can be construed equally
to anyone in any country. However, the
ethnic or cultural differences can blind-
fold an audience,” said Nakamoto.

The Grand Prize went to Petty Officer
1st Class Samuel Burgett, a Navy diver
with the 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion,
who came to Okinawa August 2009.
After being awarded on stage during the
ceremony at the Beach Tower Hotel, Bur-
gett said, “I did not know this was such a
big contest. I feel very welcome.”
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Among the prize recipients were stu-
dents from Kadena High School.

“I am happy to be able to express my
style of photography and see how other
people view Okinawa,” said Vicento Pam-
paro who took a photography class at the
high school.

“Those photos express the love for
people, culture, history and nature of
Okinawa,” Ambassador Tarui said.
“They’ve helped us re-discover what is
good about Okinawa.”

Kariyushi Prize
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Nagomi Nursing Home for Children March 22. 2§
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Lance Cpl. Neztor Romo helps children break-in new toys they received from the Marines and

sailors of Combat Assaut Battalion, 3rd Marine Division, IIl Marine Expeditionary Force.
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CAB donates toys, time to local children

Lance Cpl. Anthony Ward Jr.

Marines and sailors from Combat Assault
Battalion, 3rd Marine Division, III Marine
Expeditionary Force, presented toys to young
children of the Nagomi Nursing Home for
Children and spent time with them March
22.

About 40 children, aged 2 to 18, live at the
home that has been open for 10 years, said
Fumio Tha, the Camp Schwab community
relations specialist.

The school year recently ended, so the
children were rewarded with these gifts for
their hard work throughout the school year,
he said.

“Most Japanese kids are privileged and
lead great lives,” said Tha. “Other kids are
not and personal interaction is the best way
to show them we care.”

Navy Lt. Steve Benefield, the CAB chap-
lain, said the visit was a good opportunity
for the children and the Marines.

“These Marines and sailors interacting
with the community is a great thing,” he said.
“It is good for Marines and sailors to step out
of their respective elements and step-up as
role models and mentors.”

Some of these children need a big brother
in their lives, added ITha.

After presenting the toys, the Marines
and sailors helped break in the new toys by
playing with the children; throwing around
newly-acquired footballs and helping with
new toys that needed to be assembled. The
end result was laughter all around and smiles
on the children’s faces.

“Volunteering shows we have a heart,”
said Petty Officer 2nd Class Clayton Brown-
wood, the CAB religious program specialist.
“I enjoy helping others, especially these chil-
dren. They seem to love our company.”

Brownwood was instrumental in putting
this event together in three short weeks, said
Benefield.

“III MEF had a lot of extra toys in a

warehouse collected from various drives

www.okinawa.usmc.mil/BigCircle

Lance Cpl. Jose L. Hale shows how to use one of the donated toys to a
child at the Nagomi Nursing Home for Children March 22. About 40

children, aged 2 to 18, live at the home. 35220 [C REFEESE
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throughout the island,” said Brownwood.
“I really wanted to hand out some gifts to
some children.”

Tha pointed him to this nearby home for
children, said Brownwood.

It seemed like a perfect place to do posi-
tive things, he added.

Brownwood said he plans to work with
the home again in the future.

“We want to take Nagomi Nursing Home
for Children under our wing,” said Brown-
wood. “In the near future, we plan to come
and have lunch with these kids and provide
the school with some landscaping.”

Benefield said the visit was just one way
to show Marines care.

“We really wanted to be a blessing to
these kids and give back to our host nation
because they have been a blessing to us,”
said Benefield. “By doing things like this
for the community, we help forge long-term
friendships.”
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Lance Cpl. Antwain J. Graham

Students from the local Japanese Kagei
Kindergarten School and Bechtel Elementary
School on Camp Courtney came together for
Earth Day to clean up the shore of Kin Green
Beach in Kin Town near Camp Hansen April
2%

Volunteers from the Single Marine
Program also participated in the cleanup,
working alongside parents and staff members
of the schools to supervise the children during
the clean-up.

'The unity of the Okinawans and Ameri-
cans on Earth Day has become a tradition
over the years.

“The military and Okinawan communities
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Local; American child

have shown their commitment to preserv-
ing nature and building our friendship,” said
Gunnery Sgt. Fred Maldonado, camp opera-
tions logistics chief, Camp Hansen.

“This day really shows what can be done
when everyone comes together to do their
part to keep the earth clean,” said Lance Cpl.
Rebecca Ortego, a combat engineer with
9th Engineer Support Battalion, 3rd Marine
Logistics Group, III Marine Expeditionary
Force. “It’s even better when the children can
unite, because they are a direct reflection of
the beautiful things life offers. They remind us
how precious and fragile these things are and
that we must take care of them.”

Some parents said they believed the beach
cleanup was also a good lesson in responsi-

mll

Bl

bility for the children.

“It’s great for the kids to gain a sense of
responsibility and work-ethic at a young age,” >
said Raquel Ortega, a parent volunteer. “So
having a part to play on Earth Day is the
perfect example of that.”

Many said they welcomed the chance to be
part of something benefiting the community.

“This is a great experience, not just for the
children, but for everyone in the community
— Marines, family members and locals alike,”
said Rodney Holloway, a teacher from Bechtel "~
Elementary School. “We all live in this com-
munity, so it’s important that we all do our
part to keep it clean.”
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Raising children’s environmental awareness

Zukeran Elementary School students sort house hold items during
the recycling program by the Environmental Affairs Branch, Facilities
Engineer Division. iEzxiTEMRIEREFVSCEL AT OIS A

—t

Tz

T. REJIOAMNET DTSV INERDERELS.

~ Students listen to Sandra |bpns, environmental trainer
- with Environmental Affairs Branch, Facilities Engineer

Division. FERRIXMEPRIRRERORR L —=27
BHAEYUFS - FROASADFERMSERLS. [
Photos by Hiroko Tamaki . .
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Hiroko Tamaki

The Environmental Affairs Branch,
Facilities Engineer Division, Camp But-
ler, organized various programs during
Earth Week to raise awareness in our
communities.

On-base elementary school

Children at Zukeran Elementary
School received a visit by the environ-
mental specialists from EAB April 23
and learned about recycling in school
and at home.

The students ranging from second to
fifth graders gathered outside and sat in
groups of four and five. Each group had
a set of blue containers in front of them
labeled bottles, cans, plastic, or paper.
A large plastic bag filled with mixed
house hold items was placed behind the
containers. When the signal was given,
the students sprang to the plastic bag,
opened it and sorted the items.

Minutes later, a whistle was blown
to tell students to stop. Specialists from
the EAB checked how well the students
divided the items and gave advice on how
to improve the recycling methods such as
flattening cardboard boxes and removing
bottle caps.

“The game was a hit! The interactive
activity brought recycling awareness to
the students in a fun way,” said Tammy
Marshall, Zukeran’s fourth grade teach-
er. “Students walked away talking about
things they didn’t know could be recycled
and how they planned on doing a better
job with throwing away trash.”

The EAB conducted the program at
Bechtel, Kinser and Zukeran elementary
schools.

“Recycling helps reduce the amount
of waste taken to the off-base community
for disposal,” said Noriko Ohgi, Com-
prehensive Environmental Training and
Education Program coordinator at EAB.
“We periodically run environmental
awareness programs for Marines and
civilians including Japanese employees,”
Ohgi added.

Marine Corps bases successfully
reduced the waste from 12,610 tons in
2008 to 11,709 tons in 2009, according
to Ohgi.

Off-base elementary school

Environmental experts from the EAB
gave lectures on red soil issues and inva-
sive species to all fifth grade students at
Urashiro Elementary School in Urasoe
City April 30.
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to let pets run free as they can become

invasive to indigenous species.
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environment in Okinawa,” said Anna

”

»

show data,” said Kiyohiko Owan, vice
principal of the school. “We appreciate

”»

“I will do what I can to protect the
on base,” Owan said.

“It is very convincing when experts
It was also a new experience for

Owan.

“I have never heard of a program

Teachers of the school were pleased to
inviting lecturers from U.S. Forces on

Shimoji, one of the students gathered in
have this opportunity.

a gymnasium for the lecture.
occupation as an environmental specialist

Okinawa. I didn’t know there was such an

the voluntary presentations.

ANV ERTHRL

DWTHETBEBERZHBREREROHM

Takeharu lkema, erosion control specialist talked
4 B30A.

about invasive species at Urashiro Elementary

School April 30.
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Success stories, lessons learned
discussed at Environmental Conference

Hiroko Tamaki

Representatives from U.S. Forces Japan
as well as the Japanese government shared
information on environmental issues at
the 2010 Joint Environmental Confer-
ence.

'The conference was held for three days
beggining May 26 at the Ocean Breeze
on Camp Foster with participants from all
services across Japan.

A keynote speech and general ses-
sions were given for all attendees the first
day and a half. The rest of the days were
dedicated to breakout sessions for specific
issues such as the overseas environmental
impact requirements and identifying and
protecting wetlands.

Joseph Vogel, environmental officer
with Environmental Affairs Branch,
Facilities Engineer Division, Marine
Corps Base Camp Butler, talked the first
day about the Marine Corps environmen-
tal and energy success stories and lessons
learned.

From the Japanese side, Kazuyuki
Taniguchi, assistant director of Industrial
Waste Management Division, Waste
Management and Recycling Department,
Ministry of the Environment, provided
updates on the Japanese Waste Manage-
ment Law. Kiyotaka Nozaki, assistant
director of Facilities Planning Division,
Bureau of Finance and Equipment, Min-
istry of Defense, briefed the anti-global
warming measures taken at the Japan Self
Defense Force bases.

One breakout session was on the
anti-idling project presented by Thomas
L. Ramer, operations officer and Yoshie
Makiyama, operations admin specialist,
both with Garrison Mobile Equipment,
Marine Corps Bases Japan.

GME manages more than 1,000 com-
mercial vehicles on Okinawa including
government vehicles and Department of
Defense Dependants School’s buses, ac-
cording to Makiyama.

Ramer said in 2007 he was told by

Environmental Branch officers that GME
needed new measures to comply with
federal guidance on fuel economy and
harmful gas emission.

“Facing lack of infrastructure to sup-
port alternative fuel or renewable energy, I
wondered what we could do,” said Ramer.

He found the answer when a colonel
said, “Why are people idling? Isn't it bad
for the engine?”

GME launched the Anti-Idling
Project in 2008. They educate drivers on
the environmental impact they have from
unnecessary engine idling and encourage
drivers to turn off the engine if stopping
more than one minute except when in
traffic.

Additionally, GME is now equipped
with a cooling unit that provides cool air
to aircraft crash fire rescue vehicles on the
runway while they are on stand-by during
aircraft training.

“The vehicles used to run the engine
the entire time of the training to keep air
conditioning on for rescue crews in heavy
protective suits,” said Ramer. “Now they
can turn off the engine without suffering
through the heat.”

Warrant Officer Bren DeBusk, of-
ficer in charge with Aircraft Rescue Fire
Fighters, said thanks to the cooling unit,
approximately 9,200 hours of idling has
been eliminated a year.

GME expects regulatory approach to
be added to the project this year or early
2012. At the breakout session, Ramer
encouraged audience members to join the
efforts.

“The air we breathe is all the same no
matter what nationality, race or ethnicity
we are. We all need to keep it clean, and
we need to do it together.”

The cooling unit provides cool air to the aircraft
crash fire rescue vehicle while it is on stand-by
during aircraft trainings. It has reduced about
9,200 idling hours a year. fiiiZei:lIE DFE(C
BERTHRTIEEBERIC. SEVOE
[EXVAUSEEE. FHI,700EHOT7 A
RUVTZBIBTHZEMTETINS,
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(Above) Mr. Joseph Vogel, environmental officer with
Environmental Affairs Branch, Facilities Engineer Division,
shared information on what the Marine Corps has done for the
environment with participants from other services.

(Right) Environmental experts from all services across Japan
visited the Okinawa Salt Water Desalination Center in Chatan
town. (L) BEBDREDEDICIT o> HERICDWVTET
MERRMHRBERLREDN a7 - K—-FIVEh. (R) H
ALEDEAKREMAENSEE > ALRREFMED. ILBHO
fmkikkibz & —&RE LU=, Photos by Hiroko Tamaki
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Prize winning photos taken by SOFA
personnel. The photo contest was held
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
KEFBFREEMRICHBANITE
BEEIAVTAMDAEER.

Photo illustration by Hiroko Tamaki
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Let’s work together for greener environment

This year marked the 40th anniversary of
Earth Day, which is observed April 22 each
year. U.S. Senator Gaylord Nelson called
for an environmental teach-in to be held on
April 22, 1970 at every university campus in
the country to raise awareness of the Earth’s
environment. Thousands of colleges and
universities organized an event that year and
approximately 20 million people participated
nationwide.

The Earth Day concept has spread
throughout the world and in 2010 more than
one billion people around the world took

action for the 40th anniversary, according
to the Earth Day Network Web site. Earth
Day has also evolved into Earth Week dur-
ing which many environment-related events
and activities take place.

The Marine Corps also celebrates Earth
Week every year with various activities rang-
ing from educational programs to clean -ups
in towns, rivers and beaches. The summer
edition of the Big Circle is proud to showcase
some of the initiatives the Marine Corps
takes for the environment.

Despite the efforts by those inspired,

the world’s environment still suffers. In the
United States, millions of gallons of gushing
oil is causing catastrophic damage inthe Gulf
of Mexico. In Okinawa, the rising ocean
temperature is killing local corals.

We must change our behavior of pursuing
comfort and convenience. Let’s set the air
conditioning temperature one or two degrees
higher. Think before throwing things away,
can the items be reused or recycled? And
stop engine idling. As stated on page 4, we
need to work together in order to make a
difference.
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Students from the Bechtel Elementary School on Camp Courtney and the Kagei Kindergarten cleaned up the
shore of Kin Green Beach April 22. Marines also participated in the cleanup, working alongside parents and
school staff to supervise the children. ZEEWMHEEF+ 7 - A= b Z—DXRO FIVIhHEE O ETE=
513, 4B22H. €REEBER (L(3FE3) E—FOFEREHETo /. RS T4T7DEE
BEDREZOREL—EICFHRICH ST, BFR/EHZE L7/,  Photo by Lance Cpl. Antwain J. Graham
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